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According to several roliable close personsl and politicel friends
of Dr. Jozef Lettrich, chairman of the Slovak Democratic Party, the
Tabter departed for the United States deapite Prime ¥inister Goli-
wald's telsphonic attempt to perauade him to sbandon the trip.

Since Cottwald admitted that he had not notified the Slovsk Amsrican
Organizations of this step, letirich refused to comply.

According to qlmw Novemesky, Communist Commissioner
of Education, left the delegation because of Commmnist oppositlon. It
is, howsver, prevalently belicved in Slowskis that the United States
suthoritios refused to issus him a visz.

are divided on the reasons for the exclosion of Father
Andrei Paldan, Slovak Democrat, from the delegation; some clajm that
scclesiastical authoritiss were opposed, others that the Comnunists
were against it.

The real motive bahind Lettrich's trip, howaver, ie not to visit the
Slovak American organizetions bub Lo establish contasts in the United
States and gain experience. He is most anxious to mset Fresident
Pruman and important leaders and politicians,

Lettrich is an advocate of Czechosloval unlly and a rlsing person-
ality. NN fecl that his visit to the United States and
Canada will consolidate his position in Slovakia and increase his
suthority in Czachoslovek Governwent Councils.
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